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Communicative Language Teaching (C.L.T.)
SOME THEORETICAL BASES
1. We use language for communication. Therefore language learning should aim at promoting communicative competence.
1. Language is used to fulfill different social functions.
Ex: - Expressing feelings
       - Giving orders
       - Apologizing.
SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF C.L.T
1 – C.L.T (student centered)  students should be in the center of the learning process.
2 – Use of authentic material.
3 – Everything is done with a communicative purpose.
NB: Real communicative activities imply:
1. A communication gap
1. A choice
1. A feedback.
4 – Activities are carried out in small groups to favour interaction.
INTERACTIONS:
Two (2) forms of interaction in C.L.T.
1.  a / Teacher       Student  ( T        S) limited because the teacher only initiates the activity.
b/  Student         Teacher ( S         T)  clarification, assistance, …
1. Student         Student which is emphasized
             S         S through      - pairs ( diads)
                                                - triads – quartets
                                                 - small groups – whole class
NB: 4 skills in C.L.T (Reading – Speaking – Listening – Writing).
       - We test students on their competence of the 4 skills.

TEACHER’S ROLE  
1 – The profile of the teacher of English:
1. He must be open minded
1. He must be receptive to new teaching techniques.
1. Today the teacher is: -
· a partner
· a co-communicator
·  a facilitator
·  a resource person
· a guide
· an organizer
· a planner
· a motivator
· a friend
·  a father
· an icebreaker.
1. He must have a good sense of organization, a good sense of anticipation.
1. He must master the language ( pronunciation – intonation….)
1. He must be familiar with the teaching methods and techniques
1. He must be a model.
THE LEARNERS
1. They are demanding, changing, close to the environment they live in.
1. They want to have a “say” in the learning process.
1. They want to share their ideas with friends and teachers too.
1. They do not all have the same capacity to learn.
1. Their relationship with the teacher can be affected by his behaviour and limits.
1. They may see the teacher as a partner, as a friend or as an enemy for their personal development.
STUDENT’S ROLE
- A participant – a tryer- a darer – a risk taker.
NB: To learn it, they must do it (practice).
   		        see Benjamin Franklin’s saying: 
           - tell me and I forget.
				           - teach me and I remember.
				           - involve me and I learn.
1. They are co-communicators with the teacher.
1. They negotiate meanings.
1. They do the activities.
1. They learn to use the input that they receive to solve problems:  
· 1st for their own
· 2nd with their partners and teacher in class.
· 3rd with society.
CONCLUSION
C.L.T gives the students the communicative ability. One of the most important features of C.L.T is that it pays systematic attention to the language.
C.L.T must always serve a context.
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